
National Night Out 2008 
A Great Success! 

by Meggin Dail 
 

What a great night for Pittsfield residents as the Pittsfield Police 
Department in conjunction with the Pittsfield Youth Workshop, the 
Pittsfield Community Coalition and the Pittsfield Drug and Alcohol 
Coalition joined forces to present National Night Out 2008. 

Community organizations also involved in Giving Crime & Drugs A 
Going Away Party were; NH Mediation, the Bureau of Liquor 
Enforcement, the PATCH Clinic of Concord Hospital and The Pittsfield 
Players. Getting together on one night to share their information and 
message with the community youth was a benefit to all. Each organization 
got a chance to interact with its community and the community members 
got a chance to see what is available to them for resources in giving 
children other alternatives to “hanging out.” 

Over a 150 participants enjoyed the festivities at Dustin Park on Tuesday, 
August 5, as they were given their “meal ticket” that they took to each of 
the booths set up and got checked off for visiting then came back and 
handed it in for their free meal that evening. 

The Pittsfield Police Department and Police Association provided 
fingerprinting for the kids and bicycle registrations as well as pictures with 
officers or in front of a cruiser. Officer Wiltshire and his wife manned the 
grill. Bicycle helmets were given away to children who didn’t have one, as 
a part of a grant Chief Wharem obtained with NH Highway Safety. The 
newly painted D.A.R.E. sports car was on display with the recently 
acquired Animal Control Van. The Pittsfield Fire Department brought 
over an engine and ambulance for kids to explore as Sparky the Fire Dog 
posed for pictures and met with youngsters. Both Fire and Police 
Explorers were on hand to help out at the various stations. A bouncy house 
was provided by Chris Ward and the kids had a great time releasing some 
energy in there. PYW had a mini skee-ball game and The Pittsfield 
Players provided opportunities for children and adults to audition for 
upcoming shows at the Scenic Theatre. Sgt. Brian Micheal and his dog 
Rigz from Epsom Police Department entertained the crowd with a K-9 
demonstration and Lt. Wilson from the Liquor Bureau along with Sgt. Dan 
Ward representing the Pittsfield Drug and Alcohol Coalition gave lively 
talks on the dangers of alcohol consumption, engaging all in candid 
conversation. 

The free meal would not have been possible without the donations of 
many town businesses and organizations. Big thank-yous go out to Twin 
M for the hamburgers and buns; Danis Supermarket for Hoodsie Pops; 
Jack’s Pizza for hot pizzas; Rite Aid for soda, the Rotary Club for hot 
dogs, rolls, cheese for the hamburgers, soda and condiments; Phil and Jen 
Massey for the loan of the grill for the hamburgers and cheeseburgers and 
for manning their hotdog cart for the occasion; Appleview Orchard for 
coupons for free ice creams for the kids and The Pittsfield Police 
Department for water, ice, chips and cooking accoutrements.  



The Pittsfield Police Department also thanks Chief Gary Johnson, Deputy 
Chief Lenny Deane and his volunteers from the Pittsfield Fire Department; 
Jeff Martel, Guidance Counselor at PMHS; Fred Okrent for taking 
pictures; Cpl. Merchant from the Merrimack County Sheriff’s Office; Kay 
Brazier of the Merrimack County Juvenile Division; and Pittsfield 
Selectboard Members Ed Vien and Denise Morin for their attendance at 
this event and The Suncook Valley Sun for advertising the event. 

All participants had a great time. Kudos to the town of Pittsfield for 
allowing this event to be held entirely free of charge. 

For those of you who had their photos taken, please remember to 
come by the police station to get a copy of the picture. 
 

 

 
Officer John Webber poses with Haleigh Crane for a picture. 

 

 
Laurie Deane and Selectman Ed Vien enjoying National Night Out 2008 

with grandson, Ethan. 
 



 
Clayton Wood, Pittsfield’s webmaster; Zach Powers and Paula Dixon, 

PYW Chairpersons and Rebos the Clown socializes with National Night 
out attendees. 

 

 
Another cutie patootie claims he’ll be a firefighter one day. 

 

 
Children enjoyed the skee-ball table provided by the Pittsfield Youth 

Workshop. 



 
 

 
Sparky the Fire Dog, courtesy of the Pittsfield Fire Department, poses 

with participants. 
 

 
Lt. Jim Wilson from the Liquor Bureau engaged participants in lively talks 
on the dangers of alcohol consumption, while Denise Morin, Selectwoman 

looked on. 
 



 
Cpl. Merchant of the Merrimack County Sheriff’s Office. 

 

 
Officer Jason Darrah helps out at the fingerprinting table. 

 

 
Jon Martin, Maye Hart and Kat Abdelwahid of The Pittsfield Players scout 

prospective new stars of the Scenic stage. 



 
The bouncy house provided by Chris Ward was certainly a hot spot for the 

young children. 
 

 
Officer Bob Gauthier and Administrative Assistant Deb Gauthier of the 

Pittsfield P.D. have a good handing out the Hoodsies. 
 

 


